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Franklin H. Heald, ol' Los Angeles, California, was born July 
30, 1866, ai springdale, Iowa, a little Quaker town where John 
Drown made his headquarters at the old fort. In looking back- 
ward doping to lind some commendable service which some of his 
ant. Mors had rendered humanity, he was surprised and chagrined 
to lind that he came from a Hue of old, hard-headeu and brutal 
half humans, who would not be permitted to live n a civilized 
community at the present time. In fact they were but little 
hotter than the sacred history which we possess, of our blessed 
Saviour and his famous dirty dozen, the sweet scented saint* of 
olden time and liibie women, with the single exception that they 
would work, and seemed to have known who were their male 
parents. The farther back he went the more depraved they were. 
The boat one In the lot was an old Scotch-Irish, seml-religlo, half 
rodent, who lived in a cave in the north of Ireland and had hair 
on his teeth like a cat fish. He was the holy terror of the region 
around about, and when he became excited his rear could be 
In ard for miles around, and everybody hid until his wrath sub- 
sided. Mr. Heald followed the back track of some of them who 
originated further souih, far enough to become alarmed and 
ashamed lest MIM of his friends might find it out- 
Let us hope the worst will never be known, and that his 
friends will be satisfied with contemplating the glorious future 
of the family if they give ll any attention at all. 

H« is exactly one-quarter each,— German, French, English 
and Beoteh Irish, the name bi ing German and meaning hero, but 
he can find no clew to how they came by the name. 

"Goodman Maty." of Whittle!- 1 ! poem, was the old English 
ancestor who escaped from England for Martha's Vineyard, the 
night before he was to have been hung for being a Quaker. Mr. 
Healds father was one of old John Brown/a men who escaped 
the gallows, and good fortune seems to have followed the family 
In this respect. 

The anhjeel Of our sketch was raised a farmer boy, but hav- 
ing opinions of his own, left home at a very early age, crossing 
the plains with cowboys driving cattle. Being strictly temperate, 
he acquired a violent dislike to them, for their drunken and prolli- 
|atc habits, for while but a boy it became his duty to take care 
of both cowboys and cattle during their drunken orgies. He re- 
turn. (1 to his old home in 1ST!, belter satisfied with Ihe quiet old 
Quake rs, and BSSITied his former sweetheart, a preacher's daugh 
ter, the most beautiful and refined girl in that region, who died in 
■ year, the victim of an ignorant, so-called doctor, who was 
forei'd upon then by her over pious father and people. This 
child-wife left him a little babe, who Is now the well-known Edna 
Heald McCoy, of Elsinore, Cal., who at the age of twelve, wrote 
the remarkable DOOM, "A Child's Cethsemane." 

In disgust with the votaries of the obsolete religion which 
robbed him of the only woman he ever loved, he packed his trunk 
for California, and after shooting wild game and prospecting over 
the mountains and deserts for a few years, he settled down to 



make a second fortune, the foundation for which he laid by budding 
orange trees. In 1883, he bought 20,000 acres of laud in San 
Diego county, and founded the city and colony of Elsinore, ou the 
banks of the beautiful Elsinore Lake, which also belonged to him. 
Being young and ambitious, he built most of the towu. When the 
"boom' collapsed, with the assistance and conspiracy of the 
churches, secret societies, money trusts, treacherous frieudst?) 
and a villainous attorney, he lost most of his gteat fortune. 
Retiring to the Mojave Desert in 1895, he discovered the immense 
deposits of lignite coal near Kandsburg, but was defrauded out of 
most of their value by fuel and railroad pools. 

While investigating the reasons for the formtitiou of coal, 
gold nuggets, etc., he found that the earth has been much farther 
from the sun, and In 1899 discovered the Procession of Planets, 
publishing and copyrighting the first edition in 1900. 

In 1901 he commenced to publish a magazine, Higher Science, 
to teach his new discovery, but soon found that the truth cannot 
be established while Christianity stands in its way. so he took 
up the battle for truth against the superstition, mystery and ig- 
norance of religion. About the time he started the magazine, he 
was stricken with locomotor ataxia, and is in Ohio this winter 
taking electric treatment, and hoping to get as well as ever. 

The lllustrat'ons given with Mr. Healds pictures call for 
some explanations, that the reader may better understand It, a3 
the scenes there given represent events connected with his 
varied career. 

The central figures show Mr. Heald In different positions, 
and our friends may see the manner of man he is. 

Immediately underneath his pictures is a view of his beautiful 
home at Elsinore, California. 

Just above this, to the right, is a cabin, which Mr. Heald 
built on Mt. Wilson thirty years ago, and which gave him shelter 
for years thereafter. 

Above that, in the small elliptic, Is Lako View Hotel, which 
Mr. Heald had erected 23 years ago. This Is crowned by views 
of an ostrich farm and a logging camp, In both of which Mr 
Heald was Interested. The view at the top of the picture shows 
a bunch of cattle Mr. Heald drove down the Platte River In 187!!. 
At the top, to the left, is the seal of the Society of Batmen, Letters 
and Art. of which he has been a member since 189* 

The canyon next appearing is where Mr. Heald lived near 
Pasadena, at which time he was a noted hunter after big game; 
below which is a view of a Bath House Mr. Heald built In 1887. 
at a cost of $22,000, containing hot springs inside with a tempera- 
ture of 132 degrees. The floors are of colored tiling, and It Is a 
beautiful structure. Underneath this is a scene of semi tropic 
growth, with a cluster of oranges, near tho west end of Elsinore 
Lake, a picture of which is given in the small circle at the 
bottom to the right. It may be observed that Mr. Heald s first 
fortune in the West was made from budding orange trees. 

Some of our readers may feel that pictures of Dave, Joe, and 
the burro, with many other things wo read of from time to time, 
might also have been given, but limited space and Opportunity 
forbid. 
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Important Increase to Astronomical Knowledge 



New Telescope Will Soon be in Use that 
Will Magnify our Knowledge of the 
Universe in Four-fold Measure. 



lUy Franklin H. Ilea id.) 

The largest telescope in the world is in 
ihe Observatory al Mt . UainiHou, Cal., and 
is oO inches in diameter. It was a gift to 
the State of California by bequest from the 
staunch old Freethinker, .lames Lick, whose 
statue in San Francisco was the only ob- 
ject in sight of the City Hall not destroyed 
by the late earthquake, with the single ex- 
ception of a wholesale liquor house a mile 
or so away, — all of which proves that it 
there is a god who attends to earthquake, 
he Is neither an ignorant fool nor a l'ro 
hibitiouist. 

This monster telescopes was a wonderful 
achievement over its predecessors, and has 
contributed startling new facta to science- 
during the past thirty years and what Is 
revealed to us in the depths of space > n 
ables us to more easily solve uaiure*s ap- 
parent mysteries on our hoOM planet, the 
Berth, making ast ronoiny one uf the greatest 
fields for investigation. 

There is, however, a telescope at lit 
Wilson |>eak, near Los Angeles, just now 
ready for use, which is almost twice as 
large in diameter, or in reality, gathering 
four times as much light, increasing our 
knowledge of the universe four times, as 
you will understand by the following dia- 
gram. In order to make the comparison 
morfl easy to understand, let us suppose t ti « - 
Mr. Wilson glass exactly twice the diameter 
of the Lick glass, and suppose the lenses 
to be square instead of round 
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Then the single square would represent 
the comparative size of the \lt. Hamilton 
to l oe o o p s, when compared to the Mt. Wilson 
telescope which is represented by four 
squares or the same size. In other words, 
the Mt. Wilson glass receives four times as 
much diffused light and concentrates It 
upon the pupil of the eye, and luorHSl 
our knowledge four times. In effect, the Mt. 
Wilson glass will bring the human eye 



neater in that proportion to tue celestial 
bodies. To illustrate, we are <HU,uuu miles 
dlfftUt from the moon, and the Ml. Hamil- 
ton lens in effect places our eye wiihiu 240 
miles of it, or we can see the moou as 
plainly as if we were actually but MQ miles 
from it. Now the Mt. Wilson lens con- 
centrates tour times as much light, and the 
apparent distance will be lessetud MM halt 
or to 110 miles, and only asti ononiers can 
fully appreciate the importance to science 
(truth) of this increase in the size j| a 
telescope. 

Uut it is not to be the Unit of our in 
crease of knowledge of celestial bodies, in 
as much as a wealthy Freethinker of Lo» 
Angeli s has contributed :he in o MAT) funds 
io build a glass almost double the diameter 
of the Mt. Wilson glass which if it were 
exactly twice the diameter wou.d again de 
(lease ihe apparent distance oue half, or 
place the eye in effect but M miles from our 
satellite. This great glass has already 
been cast in Lurope, after scores of uiisuc 
c« ssful attempts, and is now in a house 
built for the purpose at the fool of Mt. Wil- 
sou, Its future home, where after a few- 
years grinding by the most delicate m.v 
<hiner>, it will be ready to double our 
know ledge of our neighbors lu space. 

Nor is ibis to be the limit et our knowl- 
edge of the worlds and suns around us. 
as au Inventor has discovered i process by 
which he can make a leus MO iucheB, or 
M le, i in diameter, and bring us within 30 
miles of the moon. This immense lens is 
to be glass only on the surface, like two 
watch crystals placed with their concave 
sides together, and tilled with liquid after 
they are mounted. 

And yet again a discovery has been 
made within the last few di.<s, which, if 
true, will make all former discoveries but 
the A 11 0*1 of Astronomy, and show us, 
when WO magnify photographs !;ikeu by It, 
the planets of other suns, aid the very 
trees, plains and fossils upon our moon. 
Mars and Venus. It is said that a disc can 
be made upon which a concave surface Is 
fixed, will be revolved at a rerj rapid 

■peed; mercury win then be poved on this 

and it will at once assume U absolutely 

perfeof oonc&M mirror, which will refleoi 

the refracted light of a star to a point »* 
small as the pupil of the huma.. eye; and It 
is said there will be no limit. I. the lite of 
such a mirror, except in BUkluf machinery 
to revolve and handle It. 

Taking a photograph by using a 40-foot 



glass and then magnifying the photograph 
as much as the material of L will permit, 
we will be able to examine the surface o 
ihe moon almost, as minurely ;-s if we were 
walking on Its surface with ou- hand9 tied. 



E 

tat Miian represi ata .\it. Hamilton glass. 2d 

Mt. Wilson. M Hooker, Uh Li«ud. 5th the re- 
volting mercury disk, 10 feet In diameter. 



so that we could not use a hammer or spade. 
This will undoubtedly enable us lo deter- 
in. ne w aether animal or plant life exists or 
has ever existed upon our satellite, and the 
kinds of tin in; and perhaps reveal many 
truths about our neighboring planets. Mars 
and Venus, and if there is nny truth in 
John's story of a cubic heaven, we may be 
able to tind it. if not too far i-.v ay. Cutola 
billions of other suns will be brought into 
view from incomputable diuanees. until 
there la no more space to see others be- 
yond; and yer it Is my belief that we will 
tind no god except the force In matter, 
wliich is caused by the expanding and con- 
tracting from beating or cooling, which Is 
light, heat, eleclrtcly or any other condition 
of Force. 

What Is true of our increase of knowledge 
in Astronomy. Is no doubt true of every 
branch of science, and in proportion as wr 
increase In the knowledge of truth, we lose 
our inperstltlon, or former animal fear, of 
a great monster, a jealous and angry god, 
who will punish us forever with hell lire 
and damnation, if we presume to eat of the 
tree of knowledge. 

In as much as most religious superstl- 
liOJM have had their origin In what was 
then the mysterious moveoienls of celestial 
tHidles, perhaps it is Incumbent upon As- 
tronomy to take a leading part In removing 
these occult animal fears and superstitions 
which It Is doing so rapidly, and with the 
loust possible resistance. 
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The Birth of Our Little World 



REVIEW OF THE INHERENT FORCES OF NATURE AND THE ORDER OF 
OPERATION IN CAUSE AND EFFECT THROUGH WHICH 
CAME MATERIAL FORMS 



illy Judge Parish Li. Ladd.) 
On the ceaseless tide of the ebbing ages. 
.Man, as a wandering homo, sings his dirge 
to the foaming billows. The rotation of the 
eart.ii on her diurnal course marks life's 
footprints on the dial of T.ni. . The ItMW 
appear above the horizon to kiss the sun's 
departing rays. Time rolls on, while the 
I.Ltts harvest the golden fruits. Man Moats 
(.11 the fickle thread which spans the riv,-r 
of life, in its ceaseh s- How to a world tin 
known, where st»rn fate bears him on -nor 
wings to the realms of not 'tiKn-ss. whil • 
time gathers her hi roes from tin- auumn 
winds. 

Out from the d pths of floating nebulae, 
ti lifeless universe was born: Mine wp out 
b ginning <»r end was wrapped In the folds 
of eternity; for countless aeons worlds n- 
iiunn table rolled on In ethireil spice with 
D0( a living thing to brink the awful si 
lence. Space, time, worlds and eii-rni y, — 
nothing else. What sublimity, - hat thoughts 
lu re engulf man's being! Sterility from 
her fathomless reaches, holds the bound 
less stars In her maiden arms with 
naught to disturb the serenity of a lifcbss 
univ< rse. Time Is doing h r work: new 
suns are born to throw their lurid flashes 
on the divas of eternity. Coun'le-s ages 
ebb and flow; new worlds tire ushered In. 

In the solitude of this terrible confl ct. 
N'a- uie shows no evide nce of design; noi 
a thought moves on the pathless ocean of 
time: -Hence reigns supreme; ages on ages 
arise arise, only to be lost on the sleeping 
d'p'hs of eternity. Time | in waiting: 
gravitation, the child of aflinity. is at work: 
male and female eh tin Dtl hold a lore f. a-t; 
suns and other planets nitrnc: Met Other; 
the universe as a whole mov s In harmony 
under the guidance of the law of miclianlcs: 
the suns give off the'r satelll* as pannt;: 
their chlldnn; the n-w born pit Beta hov r 
around t'eir parents as H-ir-km- gather 
und< r their mot In rs w ngs: the unlvi rse 
Is broken up into suns and their solar sys 
fins. In p!ac« s nebula" la dlsiippearng 
to furnish material for new una. Through 
our large tOlOOOOOOa OBe mnv look mi and 
see. with bis own eyes, this proc. ss of world 
formation In all Its stages from the first 
spiral motion to finished worlds, just as he 
seea through the microscope the action of 



tlie bioplasm in the formation of the rudi 
on nts of life on our tarth. 

Our own great solar orb, as seen from 
our earth, is still writhing in the fiery 
abyss of his own graudiur: in his earlier 
revolutions couth u >:it ion se"s In, which still 
rontliwoa; In time vast rings were left on 
i he outside to form satellites, who, like obe- 
dient children, continue to hover and re 
volve around their pan tits, 'ill moving In 
harmony in o b e d ience to the laws of all'm 
it y and attraction, ne dins no intelligence 
lO guide them. In the midst of t'-.cse plan 
< tary childnn. I little speck appears above 
the horizon ; it is our little earth, — the babe 
of time. In Its swaddling clothes. 

L'ke all other celestial bodies. It obeys 
the mechanical laws of aflinity and gravita- 
tion. r« volving on its axis and around Its 
BOltr par<nt. at llrs' in a valorous condi 
t'on: Condensation taking place, heat was 
generated, resulting in molten Muids which 
formed Its photosphere, so dense, and ex 

nnd ng so far from th aln body that the 

sun's rays failed to reach it. This photo 
sphere for countless ages, rising by heat, 
cooling above, and distending, kept the 
P'anet In constant action. Put the time 
came when the OOOttBf process gained the 
.■•<(•< ndancy. and the earth began to crust 
over, only to be broken up from the eternal 
heat, which kept the surface . verywhere of 
even temperature. The lnt< rnal fires act 
Ing on the surface gave us the Igneous 
rocks, which being thrown up n ridges In 
some places, and sunken In o'hers. gave us 
our mountain ranges nnd vail •>•*. much the 
appearance as our moon now presents. In 
time, countless to us. the molten fluids 
forming the earth's photosphere, gravitated 
lack to the main body, leaving the lighter 
oil. tanci s — hydrogen, one part to eight 
par's of oxvgen. making water,, which 

p yet/ wh ere surrounded the a ar lb : the hy 

drogen in tim\ obeying the law of gravity, 
mostly came back to earth, Where it again. 
In obedh nce fo a' tract ion. left oxygen al- 
most pure, which baa anal ever must remain 
the source of life on our earth. 

For long ages the earth's nliotosphere In 
iis puliation was the result of heating nnd 
OOOUna; the terrible heat of the earth 
acted to expand and to force to great dls 
tances these fluids which when In contact 



with the cold, elher caused them to con- 
di am and return to earth. 

Countless ages rolled on, nuring which 
great oceans and lakes were being formed, 
out of which vapors continued to rise and 
fall. By the constant fall of water, heat 
and cold, the rocks underwent, a process of 
disintegration, the valleys were being filled 
up by the decomposed rocks which were 
carried down the mountain sides by rivers, 
rivulets and streams, which carried their 
content! not only into the valleys, but far 
out into the oceans and lakes, where strat 
Ideation took place, t'us forming sediment 
ary or stratified rocks; but our earth was 
not read) for the flora and faana. Then 
follow, d vast ag»s which were lost In the 
lap of eternity ( re a wiug wafted the a'r 
or a fin moved to ripple the mighty deep: 
All was desolation, with not a sound other 
than dashing watera, foaming cataracts and 
volcanic eruptions, to break in on the 

dentbly silence of the world's childhood, 
for Ion;: am I the earth and water were too 
hot to admit or the formation of life in sea 
or on land. 

Nature is never n a burn ; a hundred 
million of years ate to her as one drop of 
Water is to the vast oceans While the 
until and water were cooling, she looked 
0U( on the vast expanse and smiled on the 
deaolation, ever dreaming of the time to 
come wln n the earth, fed only 'by the sun's 
beat, would swarm with life. That time 
came when from out the waters and moist 
earth, first, appeared the germs of life: 
n Bp table and low forms of animal lire 
simultaneously appeared on the land and 
In the water. 

Ages on ages came and went. Vast for 
Beta of gigantic trees, produced by the In 
ii rnal heat, covered all the land from pole 
io pole, and the oceans swarmed with life, 
while gigantic amphibious saurlans made 
Hn ir habitats on land and sea. 

In these ancient days the sun's rays, im- 
peded by the vast ipiantitles af aqueous 
vapors constantly rising and falling, but 
faintly reached the earth. During the early 
linns, whin these vast forests everywhere 
covered the land, land anlmah. except the 
primates, had not made their appearance. 
POT long ages after the appearance of land 
animals, portions of the earth's crust were 
constantly being broken up Into ridges nnd 
mount ilns. while depressions were occur 
ring in other places. Kvolutlon was at work. 
Pint, a few of the lower forms of life made 
their appearance, slowly followed by higher 
forms, which have been advancing from 
time to time. Man now arrogantly claim 
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ing to stand at the head, was. by geology, 
made the last. It is not so certain thai he 
is superior to all other animals, while It Is 
very sure that ,ie 1° the most cruel of all. 

Geologists, while they correctly DMUUH 
the order of the different epochs, and pal- 
* ontoiogists fix the order of life, when they 
eoBM to measure the time by thousands or 
hundreds of thousands of years, are but 
babies in mathematics. The religious 
branch of them have never been able to 
extricate themselves from the foolish stories 
of their Bible as told by Kzra in the Thora. 
The period from the time our earth first 
crusted over, or from the firs: appearance 
of animal life thereon, is so vast as to be 
unthinkable; nor does this, cover the meas- 
ureless time which must have elapsed after 
the mass left the sun until life first made 
Its appearance. While astronomers have 
gtt« Mad, and geologists have divided the 
time Into epochs, classifying and naming 
them, yet it must be remembered that this 
division is only for convenience. Involution 
makes no such division. It is all one con- 
tinuous, unbroken chain of events. 

For countless billions of ages our little 
earth revolved on its axis and around the 
sun, without an ear to hear its volcanic 
thunders, nor an eye to behold its stupen- 
dous grandeur; all was deathly silence, 
save the roar of the earth's internal tires. 
Turn but for a moment your thoughts to 
the mechanism of the botind'ess universe, 
all moving in obedience to the law of gravi 
ttttton; then come back to our little earth, 
but a speck In space, and loo!: at man in 
his nothingness, boasting of his importance 
over the living forms around him. that he 
alone was the sole object of or* atiou, — how 
utterly contemptible he appears! 

Nature is one stupendous whole, our 
earth but a speck, man but an atom, all the 
living world correlated, each animal and 
each plant giving and receiving support 
from all. Then and only then, may we see 
that each and every living thing is the 
equivalent of all others. Man no greater, 
no higher, no more Important in the DM 
chanical universe than the day-fly, the star 
fish, the inollusk or other animal forms. 
All came Into being by the same process, 
live In the same way, go out In like manner, 
to live no more, except as chemical coin 
pounds for the building up or the organic 
bodies. 

Seen from this standpoint, man's duty to 
himself and all the living world below, or 
about him. may be summed up In the word: 
Humanity!— do good to all the living world: 
no harm to any thing that breathes. What 
ever others may do, let us as Freethinkers 
be ever mindful of these rules. While 
conducting ourselves In obedience to these 
precepts, we must ever remember that self- 
protection lies at the very foundation of 
life on our earn. 



Having given a brief sketch of 'he birth 
of our little world, if the reader will follow 
us a little further, we will look at man troni 
a biological basis. 

From out ol the depths of time, stern 
i.iu ueu.uuua id uuo>» WOt We WOT* ooru . 
n«| Uta ull.iua. WonU. WO) MO UOuUuiiaa 
UlMVAlft* - mU, »U;a UMO la lost Ui eler- 
liio : intones on luiau uiauns, wuici 
W«m7« HUM wku UM oiu urec.au, ai^. a mjio 
ol viuu lorce^. uo Wm tvtu ..now imu wo 
nve.' vvuat is luia proiop.aoniic uuu anu 
us germinal vitality: in.s moving com 
pound ol auaioui> — this cucuiicul cowpusi 
UOO called man ; ah aggreg.iuuu ol uiu.e- 
cu.es to l>e dissolved waeu li.eu a oi k. is 
done! iuougut. says we live, Science 
tens us that V« are ever dvmg lual we 
may live. Ufa gambols in the mom ol 
lime, lilts aloug U.e ruyged pallia ol noon 
day, and sinks with the departing sun ot 
uighi to the realm* of eurnil). wneie ii 
awaits the icvivuyiug impulse ol nature to 
be couv ciUd into some oilier tot .a- The 
lily in beuuiiiul iragraiice i.oa.s on tue 
Stagnant pool today; tomorrow it lades ami 
tile is mdtd. the sturd.v oak lrom ihe 
acorn rists; tor a few years iis foilagO 
waves in the bretze, deca> , - death, — that 
is ull. The day lly, from out . s tiny ovule, 
hits in the suuligut a few luurs, when it 
pa*s< s on to sleep l'orevcrniui t . Like the 
plane taT) universe, the m.cro->copic cell, a 
compound of living uuiis ill moving in 
harmony Within its cell, gathers the Heat- 
ing atoms from Without) BXpandl, divides it- 
self; a new life comes inio u'iug. tile old 
passes on to live no more. 

.Man is but a chemical compound of such 
microscopic cells. These little lells e.assify 
tin 111 elves, eacli cla^s being assigned to a 
specific duty. For a little while all work 
in harmony, -some gathering in tood, others 
digesting it, while still others are at work 
In carr>ing off refuse matter, all this in 
obedience to the law of moctiauism. The 
compound having fulfilled its destiny, death 
ensues; the protoplasmic body disintegrates 
to furnish materials for oilier organisms. 
Man so far, as believed, Is the finale of all 
the living world. He came tip through all 
the forms of life below: I. e. :n his tian.-it 
he has passed through all the forms of life 
that preceded him. He is one ot the DOOSl 
helpless animals in the mom 01 life; devoid 

of eoeaetouineaa at birth; a plaything in 

childhood; tOUdled in the arms of some 
sweet maiden in < arlv Manhood, he entei s 
U1M,1I i he stein duties of life a little later, 
a few years pass, -he sleeps to wake no 
more 1 Why born? Why live? Uve to 
work or play for a few Booting days or 
wars, amid the sorrows, cares, anxieties, 
and miseries around htm, and then pas- on 
to the shades of nonen ty. Or If born in 
luck, he may harness the steeds of fate. 



ride in pleasure down the rugged grooves 
ot time, — only to be overturned on the brink 
ol eternity. All nature is impregnated 
with the germs ot life, from walch vitality 
i.-, • \ . i evolving, filling our earth with new- 
burn organisms. The human machine, like 
all animate nature, is but an aggregation 
of living atoms; all we consume, even the 
a r we breathe, is glowing with life. 

ntuc.lv speaking, there is no death. All 
. I i.ui ciiange; a cuange ot lutniical ele- 
eMUft; the man ol today may oe grass to 
uMMroW; ail that is required to etteel Ule 
cuAUgi ts a cuange ot tue relative uuautiiics 
ol i no compounds. Muu may be the product 
oi UM laboratory, minus the niality, wu.cn 
so tar as now known, is found ouiy in na- 
tures largo* store-iiouse. Vuality, which 
w e i ail Ufa, is uoi a property, not a thing, 
out UM resultant of orgauic compounds 
undi itioiiis cnaugu in oOedituce io environ- 
ment— a uoueu.ty. The animal dies; in iis 
m composition the plant lakes up its car- 
bon; some oilier animal absorbs the hydre- 
mia and oxygen; the organism is a different 
m ing todaj. The universe vviih its vast 
Block ot life, moves ill obedience to immu- 
table laws— laws purely mechanical in 
their nature. 

involution. In edicts of lawn's supplica- 
tions, moves Steadily on. Creeds, slates 
and empires have come and gone without 
as much as making a ripple on the 1'acitic 
waters ot time. The great states of Furope 
and American frolic in the throes of uu- 
bridlid pUMiona; wars between nations 
hold their ceaseless sway; kiugdoms, em- 
pill .aid republics rise and tall; millions 
on millions of human beings go down to 

iorron ami death, unheeded and uucared 

for by their rulers. The animal world offers 
a field of prey, each feeding on the other. 

It is an Btama] war, a never ending strife 
for sxlateneo; in the end a survival of the 
fittest, in the countless births, few survive 
infancy; the few are up with beak, tooth 
or claw, toilsome hand or sweating brow, 
to OOnqnar the means of living. - Nature 
is one vviih repine, a harm no preacher can 
heal; the May fly is torn by the swallow, 
the sparrow speared by the shrike, and the 
whole little world where I sit it a world of 
plunder and prey." Nature is cruel; she 
takes no care for life or death: She Is brain- 
less; deaf to the calls and suffering of man 
or beast; she proffers no outstretched hand 
hand in the struggle for life. To her the 
life and death of man. beav. bird, fish, 
reptile, insect, worm or polyp is all the 
same. 

"Some day philosophy no doubt, 
A better world will bring about; 
Till then the old a little longer 
Must blunder on through love and 

hunger." 
Alameda, Cal. 
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PERSISTENCE OF SUPERSTITION 



Infamous Judicial Rulings Brought Forth 
by this Hydra-headed Monster, and we 
Must Strive for Human Freedom 
to Prevent any Repetition. 



(By T. J. Bowles, If. D.) 

That sacred state of I lie human mind 
called pure religion Is the fairest and most 

beautiful Bower thai ever bloomed in the 
human heart, and its fragrance makes the 
life of Its lwssessor a constant benediction. 

The grand nun and the noble women or 
history, who by precept and example, have 
Illustrated In their lives the priceless value 
of rational religion, have no kinship with 
those who have experienced the agon es of 
a second birth, and passed through the 
painful ordeal of conversion, and had their 
sins washed away by the blood of a cruel- 
lied god. 

To this class belongs the priests and ty- 
rants who have filled the earth with crime 
and sorrow; to this class belongs all the 
monsters of history who have been poison- 
ed by the dangerous and deadly virus of 

superstition. 

It was this same virus of snperst it ion 
that influenced the supreme judges of (Vth- 
ens to administer the fatal dose of hemlock 
to the Immortal Socrates, because he taught 
that virtue and morality were of Infinitely 
more lni]iortance to the Grecian people than 
the silly oracles of Delphi. 

It was this same virus of superstition tha' 
poisoned the mind of the supreme court of 
our own Republic not lomr a go. and in- 
fluenced tlieni to hand down ■ decision that 
men with black skins had no rights that 
white men were bound to respect, and thl* 
decision was made because they found this 
superstition in an old book, written by bar 
barlans more than two thousand year 
i-go. 

Here were 'wo infamous crimes commit 
ted by two of the great -t indicia! tribunals 

in all the history of tie' world: one was th ■■ 
Mi upagus of Athens and the other was the 
Supreme Court of tlx- United States, anil 
both were poisoned by th deadly Influence 
of the gods and devils ted prl iStS of ti.p' r 
■lilt— 

In view of the sad and sorrowful effects 
of superstition fin the mind of man during 
all his pilgrimage on this beautiful earth, 
let us all rejoice and never seaM to give 



thanks to the brave heroes and heroines 
who have fought this demon until priests 
no longer l ave the power to tear out the 
tongues of men and women nor subject us 
to the tortures of the stake and the names 
of the fagots. 

All the meanness, all the hatred, all the 
cruellies, all the infamies, and all the ma- 
lignity of which the human heart is capa- 
ble, grows and nourishes when the mind 
is poisoned by the devilish virus of super- 
stition; ii was the priests of superstition 
that Invented the iron boots and iron collars 
for tne grand men and noble women of the 
fifteenth and sixteenth centuries; it was 
the priests of superstition that crowded the 
dungeons of Burope for more than a thous- 
and years with the good, the merciful and 
the Just. 

Not satisfied with the suffering, the cruel- 
lies, and the agonies WhiCO they visited 
upon good men, grand women and Innocent 
children in this world they Invented an 
everlasting burning hell of endless torment 
for all honest men yid women who wor- 
shipped tit the altar of the good, the beau- 
tiful and the true. 

Every friend of humanity through all the 
dark and bloody centuries, who has labored 
to fill the world with light and love, has 
been persecuted by thieves, and millions 

have been eruoified, and burned by the nun 

d< roils devotees of superstition. 

As an illustration of the awful and diabol- 
ical effect of superstition on the human 
mind, let me point out what would happen 

in the beautiful city of Ituncie where i 
live; if ■ rational 1st would nil his super- 
stitious neighbors that the sleeotni dead In 
Beeeh drove Cemetery cannot come out of 

•heir graves, clad In the habiliments of the 
tomb, and walk through the 1 1 reels of the 
city, they would kindly and cheerfully and 
sensibly .agree with yon: but if you would 
tell them that this never can happen, an! 
did not happen at Palestine two thousand 

years ago, they would at i nee denounce yoti 

as an Infidel and tin atheist, ami a very un- 
desirable citizen, and persecute you as if 
vou were a wild beast; or if you were to tell 
them that none of the good and beautiful 
"omen of Munole ever hOflSTIS the soothe.' 
01 ;. , oy who;.' \the- wa- a ghost, th y 
would promptly give their assent to this 
self evident proposition : but If you won' I 
tell them that RUCB an event never did nap 

pen. and never can happen, their faces 

would immediately exhibit all ».ie savagery 



of the tiger, and if they had the power it 
would afford them Infinite deligh' to tear 
out your tongue gouge out your eyes, an J 
and pour boiling lead in their ears. 

Such are rome of the awful effects of su 
perstition on the human mind; toleration 
i - a. i s, charity forsakes the human breast, 
and all the noble and generous impulses of 
the human heart are cruelly crushed by this 
hideous and cruel monster. 

Not until Paine broke into fragments the 
devilish superstitions embalmed in an old 
book called the Holy Uible, was there to be 
found a single star of hope In the midnight 
darkness of the human race; up to his time 
only a little over a hundred years ago, the 
mind of the whole human race was saturat- 
ed with superstition, and the whole human 
family was In abject bondage, and suffering 
all the tortures of the damned. 

Down to the days of Paine the whole 
world was a mad-house swarming with imps 
and gods, and devils and ghosts, and the 
whole human family for nearly two thous- 
and years was clothed In filth and rags. 
anr 1 their only friend on earth was death 
. ny pestilence and famine; the tyrants and 
kings and popes and priests literally Hve1 
on the flesh and blood of the r«wr, suffer 
hi r Mid e<iiing mMlone; all ihe t me and 
talent and energy of the priests of super- 
stition were devoted to inventing Instru- 
ments of torture, and building dungeons for 
scientists nnd phll-.sophers, who were striv- 
ing to rid the world of the tn"ubt and sue 
euh! of Rtiperstltlon: the roofless sky that 
'•ends in beauty over this lovely earth was 
kept lurid for fifteen hundred years by the 
flames of fagots that were piled around the 
fe. t and limbs of millions of grand men, 
noble women nnd Innocent children. 

Win n I think of the Infinite horrors that 
the human family has suffered at the bloody 
hands of the priests of superstition, my 
fnlth is sometimes staggered In man, for to- 
day in the bright morning or the twentieth 
century there are one hundred and fifty 
thousand pulpiteers in the T'nlted States 
alone, who are defending these unspeakaole 
atrocities. 

Put when I recall that France and the 
United States have broken the nower of the 
priesthood, my Caltii Is renewed, and 1 
cherish the hope that liberty will finally 
make the entire circuit of the earth. 

Le us rejoice and never cease to revere 
the memory of the noble heroes and hero 
lues of history, who have fought the mon- 
strous priests of superstition, and perished 
in flames and dungeons, to free the world 
from the grip of these heartless tyrants. 

How long! O, how long will It yet be be- 
fore mankind will learn that th« right place 
o find heaven is here and now? 

Muncie, Ind. 




Primitive Man 



Not Satisfied with Brother Snow'* Rajolrv 
der on this Subject, the Original Comet 
Back with Further Reply. 




Myth 



the readers or the 
tied Of gods. I deny that 
I claim this: There is 
ruling .power, some, infinite that I am 
to fstWin. So far as the name. I 
iu*?-\ijtUU for convenience be called 
If. any dM«>*es to name It ; but gods, 
r 5, „ th*t to, two or ten thousand, --No, no. Mr. 
for" Snow, I never, argued nor acc -pted that at 
ai^ But lie a#t»lts that I am "more con- 
■latent tbsA my more o-fhod»x brethren" 
fO> Tbank ypii. .NOW, I do not understand that 
you matter of anytlfcng else has ever been held 
In the, light "they he puts It. 7 claim tha< 
told' it everything Is.^rrectly lust what it is. and 
asking each particle" and principle of matter and 
ttlnd" are ftal4|Buallv just what they ever 
hat* aeon 00* ver will so remain. There 
te ed- oyeratloflf, but not footballs. In the 
sens* ytrn; frailsT 

Not anjrtfctng ever progressed or retro - 
graded, Qiaj&Inatlons have been destroyed, 
bat the matafijap or principles of which the 
rfSomposed never has been 
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(By William D. Smita, M. D.) 
1 did think that until some one aneworoa 
the Questions I asked in the Blade July 6, . 

l&oa. that I would not -write further for 
publication concerning these 

When I asked those questions 
ask tor argument; neither did 
theories. I wanted to know: - 

St" ^answering wbaf I asked I 
would be more debatable 
that -reasons be given. . 

At the time I asked those questions, J 
did not want the reasons of others, tor I 
learned a long time ago that each person 
gives his ideas according to the taoulty ; or 
faculties he has in uwr4(t the*' tftne, and 
claims that to be reasons achy he believes 
or disbelieves. I do not e*)hlor theories. 

If you »>y there*** n^spa.'ictjtt M&ffbJ sto* %snfTj|NPetroyed. Then he says when 
how yoi im*W there ia'no god,' It AbeTf not*'" he* sees' the 'wonderful and complicated 
answer my question by arguing some other. JVir^^ fpimstter. and whole worlds of it too. 
And. in as much as my questions bavVaOt and haw mstftfltiv they act. always the 
been answered, I have concluded that ycja , .niih#? war nflbeY the same circumstances 
• cannot answer them. - atMMjfl Mp^wf ages. 

Before I answer Mr Snow's article, J- ^ flow honest. Mr Snow, when vou say that 
wish to say that I would bo Jttsry jjauoh^ ajeyou;jiai giving your evolution theory a 
pleased to meet him and have a fru^tfp^'hard 1jf»? _H»lt be true that man sprang 
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hand shake with him and Joke 
for r think he Is just the right 
man that is willing to give hnd\i 
friendly way. I think he Is on 
toward . Freethougbt, 
ihust conclude that 
for it is only Freef 
one love humanity, 
stttions and Ignorance 
ever wfll be the 
wilt '-try to destroy 
•I love to read his artl 
ness. t do not blame 
argue; it does people good 
je a little, and thep yoa kno 
it is anything to beat 
. , The truth la. I lovajniy 
an investigator, any one 
Ing mind and wishes to 

what th 

be. or bow mbeh they dlff 
ions. I 'Jove them. I codli 

Flng to the fateuhle. of 
have In action, tHey wfll thtah 
Tn the Issue of the Blade of 
' Mr. Snow attempts to answer 
• "Who Knew Primitive Man 
'that T Insist that matter to 
the gods. >rwtty 
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order o f beings. Let 
0 hook track. Man sprang from 
naVke from the hug. It from the 
<?to» protoplasm. It from the 'n- 
It from nothing To re- 
to evolution: Nothing pro 
something produces nro- 
produces cell : cell rro- 
nroduces animal: animal 
Now. Mr. Snow, what Is 
going ii^Kjoduce Tt seems to take n 
tttoe for rf»n to produce rnvth'ng hu» 
' Or to ta'nosslble that evolution, nro 
haVajbpned* Tf so then there Is 
died: but If it still exists 
I it cannot evolve any mo-- 
a g-HMsttll. and that 1* 



■patfa, will not permit me notlclnr 
jjtffc ree*. there Is one tMng T 
OtoilEf.You sav that 1 admit that, 
aaoegra to reside In or be nn at 
'of mivter " Oh no Mr. Snow T 
•ov Sajaf have T adm ,f ted anv such 
^UvipitJ^tciMa. I claim this to be self 
#\jde«tj flMiaf Is eternal force Is eternal: 
matter from one location »o 
never moves hut to the 
rates' It appears to We see mat- 



ter from one location to another; this we 
see, and say matter moves; that Is not true. 

You say, "No one pretends to have seen 
primitive man alive." You say, "Primitive 
man was too ignorant or animal-like to 
write history." Well, well, Mr. Snow, 
have you fellows all accepted Spiritualism? 
And do you really get communications from 
those primitive men? Do they really come 
out and tell you they have progressed so 
much since they entered spirit life, — that 
notwithstanding their ignorair, animal-like 
nature while here on earth, they can now 
come and tell you about themselves? Oh, 
well. It is not to be wondered at for evolu- 
tion, progressive, can do many wonders. 
I do not know how else you could know any 
thing about them, since they were too ig- 
norant and animal like to write history, by 
which we could know anything about them. 

But you try to back your rssertion by 
some rude Instruments that have been 
found. Now really , you do not know 
whether those primitive men produced 
them, or whether they were produced by 
the men that evolved from the primitive 
man, do you? 

Is the finding of these rude Instruments 
any evidence of evolution, progressive? 
Let me ask you and all the readers of the 
Blade this question: If you were to go Into 
a forest surrounded by nothing but forest, 
wild animals, snakes, lizards, toads, mos- 
quitoes, files, hills and swamps, and live 
upon game, roots, berries, bark, wear skins 
of wild animals for clothing, exposed to all 
the disadvantages of that kind of life: no 
tools to work with: only stick*, and stones 
that can be gathered <n the rorest— under 
those conditions, what kind of Instruments 
would you leave tint would tell the storv 
of your once existing In such a dismal 
place? 

Now honestly. If ever there was a prim- 
itive man as repr stnted. thev must have 
had a great deal of mechanical skill If thev 
were able to produce anv Implement at all. 
Admitting all that Is taught- concerning 
primitive man. and It onlv shows that the 
primitive man had all the faculties that 
man now possesses It onlv shows that he 
(ause of their environment, they did nor 
use the same degree of the faculties that 
we today use But you forget another verv 
Important fact: Miny of the ancients had 
arts and sciences that we todiv know of. 
but they are lost to us All these th'ngs 
only show that as the faculties of the mind 
are used, the result follows In fact, we go 
back today for the malor'tv of our teach 
Ings: we quote their savings: we trv to pat- 
tern after their precepts. If there Is an 
evolution, progressive, wbv do nations rise 
and fall* Rach generation uses different 
degrees of the same facilities and the result 
follows 

• To be •aattaaai) 
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A LEXINGTON C1IIKC11 TRIAL. 
Kev. Waller 1*. Hiin>, oi this Stty, «H pastor of the Calvary 

Baptist oh urah. 

Now lie is Bet 

In .spite of presumed religious restraints and the constant in- 
struction lie was in ihe habit of giving to his thick that they 
should walk in tha straight and narrow path, it now appears, 
from an official report of Stl offidal church committee, appointed 

to investigate, that i i i < - preacher aforesaid has occasionally turned 

aside and "on certain occasions" has "acted indiscreetly" to 
such an cxleiil that the committee insists it was " in a manner cal- 
culated to impair his influence as I minister." 

When the shepherd BOSS Wrong, in what condition must he the 
Hock/ The "do as 1 say, hut not as 1 do" is no longer tolerated. 
The average church membership demands something more than 
precept, and a little of the consistent practice must be apparent, 
even in a preacher. The cloth is Do longer exampt from criti- 
cism. The pews are asserting their power over the pulpit. Spir- 
itual advisers who do not act upon their own prescriptions are 
called to an account. 

Let it he understood that gossip, the most wicked of all ac- 
cusers, had linked th. person's name with certain females. This 
gossip became so persistent until open charges were made and an 

investigation ordered by the chinch Authorities. Weeks elapsed. 

The investigation was pending. A committee was appointed to 
inquire into the subject matter of the charges made, and to make 



due report thereon to the church. Vested with all the neeessnry 
power to this end, the committee pursued its course. Persons 
were sent for. Witnesses examined on either side. During the 
pendency of the inquiry, an intimation was given as to the ulti- 
mate findings, by the fact that Kev. Hines voluntarily tendered 
his resignation, announced his farewell sermon, which was ren- 
dered in due time, and he is out of a job. In spite of this the 
committee pursued its duties to a finality and submitted its re- 
port. Now the woods are burning and the tongue of gossip is 
adding fuel fuel to the flames. The preacher, through his de- 
voted wife, is now threatening litigation against persons not des- 
ignated, and the end is not yet. 

One of the most significant features of the report is that the 
committee states that the object of the inquiry was to ascertain 
whether or not the pastor under investigation had been "guilty 
of immoral or unchristian conduct, or of indiscretion unbecoming 
a Christian minister." On this the report is silent. It declines 
to say whether the pastor was guilty or innocent. It simply 
states that they found him to have, on certain occasions, acted 
* indiscreetly, and in a manner calculated to impair his Influence as 
a minister. 

It is perhaps significant that the "immoral or unchristian 
conduct" is slated in the alternative, and not in the conjunctive, 
mood. Whether this was by accident or design, the i'hide can 
not say. Immoral conduct does not of a necessity imply unchris- 
tian conduct. Neither does Christian conduct imply moral (Con- 
duct. A man may be a Christian and yet be guilty of immoral 
conduct, as morality is known and understood today. Morality 
does not belong exclusively to parsons or to church members. 
Long prayers and unctions aniens may be indicative of Christian 
enduct, but in his dealings with his fellow man must his moral 
character be judged, not in his professed piety. 

Of course, the investigating committee is more than anxious to 
shield and protect the church. They are members thereof. With 
them the church is of higher Importance than the parson, or what 
becomes of him. They can get another parson, but a new chinch 
would mean much more to them. Thus, reading between the lines, 
noting the subterfuge contained in the report, cognizant of the 
further fact thai the committee "refuses to discuss the matter 
further," as reported in the local papers, it would appear that 
there is more in the proceedings than will ever be brought to the 
light of day. 

If Kev. Hines is not guilty, as charged, he was entitled to a 
verdict in his favor and a plain declaration of his innocence at 
the hands of the committee. If he is guilty, as charged, then the 
public is entitled to know the facts, and all the facts, which are 
now being assidiously suppressed. The findings of the committee, 
as shown by its report, is decidedly unsatisfactory. It is neither 
just to the accused parson nor to those who have brought the 
charges against him. It leaves him with a cloud of suspicion 
hanging over his head which the years may never remove. Too 
much of self-interest is apparent on the face of the report, and 
if Kev. Hines is innocent, knowing it, as he must, we sympathize 
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with him in his announced effort to carry the matter to the courts 
for a final and satisfactory hearing. 

And hack of all this, what do we sec? That Christian moral 
precepts, no mailer how persistently taught, are not sufficient, 
in then selves, to net as a secure guide to moral Conduct, Col as- 
suming ihal the "influence" of the person under discussion "as 
:i ChristUUI minister" has been " imp.iired, " no matter to what 
degTM, or in what respect, there still remained the inner conscious 
monitor irrespective of so -railed Christian teaching. Minus this 

inner conscious monitor the preeepta of Christianity are power- 
less to influence making lor right OX wrong. Its vicarious atone- 
ment and redemption from sin through the shedding of innocent 
blood constitutes a clog upon moral conduct and its impotence- 
is amply understood in the proceedings herein discussed. 

Bat a lew short months BgO no man stood higher in the esti- 
mation of the people of his Ot Dgregntioil. Today he is a cynosure 
of all eyes. The committee, by its report, points the finger of sus- 
pieion toward him. and it did not have the moral BOUrflge to de- 
clare him either innocent or guilty. The committee is in a po- 
sition to km.w. The public is Dot, The public can only surmise. 
The committee has heard all the evidence. The public knows 
nothing of what was testified to. If Rev. llines is possessed of 
sufficient mora! courage to go behind the action of the committee, 
and pc Mined of a personal knowledge of innocence, doing so, we 
wish him every possible success. 

THE EMERGENCY FI ND. 

Every week finds something added to this worth) Fundi end 

by it we have been able to relieve many aged Freethinkers of any 
financial obligations to the Blade, and they are getting it just the 

s;i The result, so far, is extremely (ratifying, and «VS express 

our heartfelt thanks for such a showing. The fund now stands: 



Previously acknowledged $23.00 

H. Adams .•><) 

Another friend _ >.00 

C. 0. Boyd -- LOO 



Total WM 



REJOICE WITH UBS. [NGERSOLL. 

Justice is rendered at last. 

The widow and family of the great apostle of human liberty 
has finally triumphed after protracted and costly litigation to 
recover fees due to the late Colonel IngersoU for professional 
services rendered under contract. 

Prof. Thaddeus B. Waksmaa, of Co—oh, Conn., writes that 

the United States Supreme Court, at Washington, has reversed 
the findings of the lower courts in the suit of Mrs. Robert (!. 
IngersoU, for her dsOSUSSi 1 husband's compensation in the legal 
settlement of the Davis estate. 
Here is justice at last, for the claim was in every respect juBt 



and equitable. The estate involved millions, and IngersoU was 
to have *ll)0,l)00 if he succeeded in obtaining an equitable divis- 
ion. The preparation and trial was difficult and long; the jury 

disagreed. Then [ngersoll got the parties into ■ negotiation for 

settlement, practically retried the ease before them, with a re- 
sult satisfactory to all concerned. Then it was claimed that be- 
cause the final trial was not in court, but before, with and by 
and for these parties, the contract for his services was not appli- 
cable. The lower curls were confused, but now we may rejoice, 
not only with Mrs. I ngersoll, but with Uncle Sam. that his 
greatest court has been able to secure to the beloved family of 
the great advocate the means he had justly earned for their bene- 
fit, which the papers say will now be. with interest, about 

I13&V000. 



MENTAL STIMULANTS. 

The principal aim of all rational culture and education is to 
adjust the relations of the individual, especially the close and 
applying student, to the demands made by his own age, and, for 
this important reason alone, it will employ for the purpose indi- 
cated all those subjects that come home to him most directly and 
Intimately and are best fitted for rousing and sustaining a pleas- 
urable mental activity so declared by reason and continued by 
a parsoaal experience. 

If properly cultivated this instinctive love of pleasureable 
activity, so marked la the years of youth, may be made a power- 
ful means of mental improvement. The strength of government, 
in the past SI well as the present, was found in its appeal to the 
droad of punishment at ■ motive to right conduct. By these im- 
moral tendencies era wrought, false notions are esquired and an 
erroneous incentive appears. It will not bear comparison with 
the modern rationalistic doctrine, which teaches and maintain* 
that more beneficent results accrue to soeicty by stimulating men- 
tal activities from a desire for happiness, rather than u dread of 
punishment, and la this contrast may be the difference*, between 
the theological systems of the world and the rationalist doctrine 
be found. 

The human mind can not be roused into any serioiu stage of 
mental activity by the things of twenty eoneuries ago. To elicit 
responsive Mtioa the mind must get interested in 'he things 
of today. No thinker will deny that an empty and useless shell 
,.t a fast has the same relation to the mind that a living and ap- 
plicable OM has. Nothing can arouse, quicken and mold the 
mind into active I bought like the present realities with which 
the mind has to deal. Once intellectual desire can be created, 
the mind will naturally follow the bad set. With the slow emer- 
gence of right ideas respecting the uses of the world, we shall 
discover that the rial scene of human action and enjoyment is 
also the true source of right inspiration and of the noblest in- 
centives to mental effort. 

Scienee. in its application to daily life, and there is not a de- 
partment of mental or material activity with which science has 
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nut tt> deal, is now successfully grounding itself in the order ami 
truth of nature. Anneil with the appn piiatc knowledge of men 
and things, inspired with the h<.|>e of a better and happier fu- 
ture, to which we see all things tending, ihe Freethinkers of 
the World enter this greet fichl and. properly, call it their own. 
In it they trend and work with a robust boldness that can not 
be simulated by the Votaries of faith, ami a truly dispassionate 
temper which the imminent questions of the times su decisively 
demand. 

All institutions based upon theological considerations are 
grounded upon n sort of culture that is suited to their necessities. 
They have grown up with the course of the aires. They IdoUlfl 
the past: they Worship precedent and authority: they dread in- 
dependent Inquiry] they recoil front the thought of Freedom as 
from some form of vice: they are mental servitors to tht dust of 
centuries long dead. 

On the other hand freedom and science have had n coeval des- 
tiny. They have suffered together, and as | natural consequence, 
they have developed and grown together. Both hive broken 
through the bonds of theologies] proscription, and they have 
constructed a watchword for their joint use— Progress. With this 
they have both learned how to out grow and subordinate the past, 
accepting the esenlial and Betting aside the non-essential. 

In this brief outline we have the plan of operation of the lu st 
mental activities of the nee, the results achieved and the pros- 
pects of the future, provided these activities are increased. Free- 
thoaghi is to encourage. Christianity to repress. 



Till'. BLADE'S BOUND VOLUME. 



With this issue we are able to announce the near completion 
of the year's issue of the Blade, ami acquaint our readers with 
what they may expect the bound volume to contain. 

Those who have been subscribers from before and a' ti e rime 
when the change in form waa made will recall that the first pic- 
ture printed on the Sral page of the new paper was that of 
Charles c. Ifoore, founder and editor of the Made. This waa 
followed by pinups of Thomas Paine, Voltaire, Qlrard, Shelley, 
Dr. Wilson. Mis. llnny. Mis. Close, Ernestine 1.. Hose, Inger- 

■oU, Dr. B. li. Foots and many other* who have aided the work 

of mental emancipation. From that time on we have missed but 
one issue without a picture, and thai week we wore disappointed 

in the cuts failing to arrive. Next week, with the issue of Deeein- 

ber 27, will witness the pictorial reproduction of Thaddeus liurr 
Wakeman, acknowledged to he foremost mining the scientific and 
rationalistic thinkers of the a'."-, for yean Identified as an active 

worker in the ranis of I'rietl "lit. ThJa will compVte the 

fifty issues, as the ahaoga was made .January 111, lasi, causing 
two issues of the present year to he printed in tin? old style and 
form. 

Here, friends, are fiftj portrait! and biographies of prominent 

Freethinkers, in addition, there is a vast quantity of reading in n 

ter from the pens of the heat humanitarian writers the country 



affords. Scientific and rationalistic instruction and an abundance 

or argument against Ihe tl logical conceptions of the day. The 

articles contained therein assail the very fundamentals of ortho- 
dox Christianity and will offer an opportunity for educational 
facilities without a pear in its line. 

This hound volume can be had for .f.'i.'ift. Allowing the usual 
annual subscription price of |L80 for the paper itself, we arc 
thus asking the modest sum of #2.00 for a handsome binding 
and trimming, with the name of Ihe purchaser inscrihed on the 
outside cover in gill letters. If the book is intended as a present, 
we will attach any name desired thereon for that purpose. 

If you wish a copy, now is the time to order, if you have not 
already done so. We have thirty-two orderi booked now. This 
offer will he kept ..pen until the last day of December, and any 
order received up to thai time will he filled, but no volume will be 
bound save those previously ordered. 



CHRISTMAS TIM K. 

During the e Ing week the Christian world will again indulge 

in a Celebration of the supposed anniversary of the supposed 
birth of a supposed man-god, and. in so doing, they still proclaim 
a f a lscl d to the credulous and unthinking. 

Aside from the inconsistencies and absurdities of the printed 
stories of this supposed event, modern intelligence scouts the 
very idea of an atoning saxior born in the form of man, with till 
the fnulls, failings and passions of man, and yet, rapahle of dis- 
carding his humanity at his own volition and assuming Ihe char- 
acter of a divinity when the purpose suited him. 

Students of history know thai such an even! could not have 
occurred al the time stated without creating more serious and 
deserving comment from Ihe writers and historians of that period 
than may be found. Moralists shun Ihe theory because of the 
false incentives it creales and rejects the entire system as plan- 
ing moral considerations < n a wrong basis. Thinkers reject it 
because it is out of harmony with the orderly procession of na- 
ture and inconsistent with reason and experience. 

Thousands, nay, millions, realize and know the tru h of the 
it elements here made, and yet untold extravagances will he made 
iu order lo perpetuate a foolish myth, ami humanity suffers 
thereby, dust a few. compared with ihe multitudes, will profit 

by this Bttpsrstition, and fools there be who work might and n . in 
to support it, and the lew who do profit hy it, unmindful of their 

pressing duties to the race ami to themselves. 

If Christ was not horn; if Christ did not die on the cross; if 
Christ did not rise from Ihe dead, then, indeed, is all Christian 
leaching rain. And il is vain. Il is a safe statement iu which to 

Indulge, that the Christ of the goapela never was born; that he 

did not die upon a cross , and. therefore, nexer arose from the 
dead. This has now gone far beyond a mere negation of Chris- 
tian asserlioii. hut is an nffirinal i\ e truth iceded by all who 

have studied the suhjeet. save those who expect to profit thereby. 
Jn any event il is a fad thai ChriM was not born on the Mil 
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day of December, else shepherds could do! be wstsning their 

Soeki l»y night at such a season, even in Palestine, and if this f«a< 

tnre of the slmw be destroyed, the entire myth goea with it. As .1 

matter of Pact, so many liave undertaken to write a "true" his- 
tory of the birth and life of Christ, that the day of his birth has 
been fixed, by different writers throughout the entire calendar of 
the year. Certain it is that all can not be "true" lives of Christ. 
The thinking man. however, rejects them all. and regarding the 
a dead deity at the expense of the many. 

and, ambitions, will strive to elevate all instead of worshipping 
a dead diety at the expe nse of the many. 

Aside from the theological aspect of the Christian festival, 
there are opportunitiei for all to make it a season of joy and 
happiness. It comes at a season of the year when the forces of 
nature operate to prevent physical labor to some extent, and the 

oozy cheerfulness of the fireside, offering a eomfortabls protec- 
tion against the Froat and sold of winter's storms, furnishes an 
opportunity for family reunions, enjoyments and domestic bliss, 
b so far as these elements may be found and enjoyed, the sea- 
son is not without its rewards, hid the pernicious feature is the 
theological fantasy with which interested persons have surround- 
ed it. 

Enjoy Christmas, if you wish, but it is altogether unnecessary 
to furnish means of profit and emolument to a coterie of false 
teachers ami preachers. Enjoy Christmas, if you can, but know 
ye, that in the extension of a helping hand to some more unfor- 
tunate creature, one who has lost in life's great battle, will brim.; 
you a greater and sweeter pleasure than to donate vast sums of 
money to the support and maintenance of a hoary superstition. 



The next subsequent issue of the Blade will be the l ist for the 
year 1!»IIH, and it will be in every way a worthy product of all 
its predecessors, In it will appear an article from the pen of 
Prof. T. 15. Wakeman, a personal and valued friend of .he Hlade's 
editor, which should be read, studied ami acted upon by every 
Freethinker in America. Its pointed argument is made to deal 
with Freethought propaganda In America, and the position of 

the Liberal press. Half a century of practical expe iciice has 
especially fitted this eminent author to treat such a subject with 
authority. 



With the coming year we shall offer, or. at least, roggeati for 

I he serious consideration of our friends. ■> new plan for the n 

ducting and operation of the Corresp 'i ' ■>,•■ • Reboi I. th ■ prin irj 

object of which is to make tuition fie I i « hserih 1 • ' ■ ' 

Klade and create a corps of capable am! !T : • 1 • \ » 'V 
for the plan and study upon it. 



As a uaaaa of e nabli ng us to catch up in matters of finance, 
and meet our obligations at the first of the year, we have mailed 

a hill to each of our delinquent subscribers, Indicating thereon 

the amount of their indebtedness to us. We h pe that immediate 
Ml| will follow. 



The Blade is going to double its circulation during 1900. It is 
a strong statement to make, but we mean it. absolutely, and every 
present subscriber is going to help in the work. We will have 
more to say about the method of doing it in our first uew year 
issue. 



It is gratifying to < bserve that the cause of Secular Education 
in England can boast a goodly array of capable and eminent ad- 
vocates, and that appearing | r 11 inently among them is Presi- 
dent G. W. Eoote. of the Nation I Secular Society. Secular edu- 
cation is a leading political is* <■ in England. The church, as 
usual, is resisting the movan en 



Editor .1. Spencer Ellis. < f P . ' li -lit. Toronto, Canada, 
in a personal letter the I lade « . _• - < ' hat in America Free- 
thougfal propaganda appears ah bad and buried, while the 
advocates of credal SUperstitii DS Bl Btore active and energetic. 
Sadly, sorrowfully, we must admit that the charge is true. It 
ought not to he thus, and it need m t he if Freethinkers will but 
rouse from their lethargy and show 'hen selves equal to the emer- 
gency. 



We have some cause for W Dgratlllath n, anyhow. Freethought 
soeieties have been organised at Waahingt< u. D. C. ; Omaha, Neb.; 
St. Ansgar. la.; at San Erancisco and Cincinnati. Others are in 
course of formation at Muncie, bd.J Marietta and MeConnels- 
ville, Ohio. 



In one more week ami we begin to bind up the IMS isues of the 
Blade. When in the hands < f tie se who have subscribed for it 
we know they will declare it a Volume of both use and beauty. 
Only $3.50. 



Owing to an accident with the press while the last two issues of 
the Blade were being run off some of its pages were marred by 
the metal shifjs being pushed over and we did not have the time 
or the means to reprint the issue. We hope to avoid this here- 
after. 



Elbert Hubbard, the Hoyend'ter. is to lecture at MeConuels- 
ville, Ohk>, February S. 1809, under the auspices of a new Liberal 
Club recently organised as ons of the direct results following 

be lectures given the b ' ' '« editor in September last. 

. t • if ' » n. >t in vain. 

tthiki i n -i recent > isil ■ i U ds office, sirs, Josephine K. 

Henry appeared ill far heller health than she has been for a 
year or so, or since the death of Captain Henry. Out readers 
will be gratified upon knowing this, and they may have good rea- 
sons to anticipate some further products from her brain and pen. 



If ye have the truth it is nee ssary that you carry it to others. 
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Does a Believer Exist? 



W.th Concluding Argument Upon the Im 
possibility of God's Existsncs. 



(By J. M. Gilbert.) 

(Concluded.) 

But nothing suits Christians boiler than 
to pray and agonize in public, the church 
is a public place the same as a synagogue. 
At a recent meeting they came out and 
preached and prayed at the iostofllce, at 
i lie drug store, and on the street corner. 
They are thus branded as a generation of 
hypocrites, "fat a pretense they make 
long prayers" in the syuagogu- m and on the 
btreets, and wish to be counted holy for 
their much speaking. Jesus is said to have 
sent the multitudes away and prayed alone, 
except one time lie was praying alone while 
his disciples were with him. Those who 
prayed in public Jesus called hypocrites. 

A sensible person will not pray for rain 
or against rain. He will not pray against 
the boll worm or any other pest. Hut there- 
is just ah much sense in prayhig such pray- 
ers as any kind of prayer. Is it not written 
All things whatsoever ye thall ask in 
prayer," etc? The sensible person knows 
that natural causes and forces cannot be 
changed by prayer, /he natural forces are 
blind and take no more heed for the good 
of man than for the lowest worm that 
crawls beneath his feet. There is no intel- 
ligence behind them. If there was, some 
districts would not be withered by drouths 
and others drowned by floods. The pests 
would not destroy the reward.-; of honest 
toil. If God knows the want-j of man, he 
will grant them if it is his will to do so. 
So then prayer is useless. 

GOD. 

What is God? Is ne a thing? If he Is 
no thing (nothing), he does not exist. If 
be is a thing, and things cannot exist with- 
out being created, then God had to be 
created. This last God would have to be 
created by ftBOinef Cod. and so on ad infin- 
itum. The argument for a creation would 
prove the necessity for a multitude of gods, 
and there would be no end to It. Such an 
argument is reduced to absurdity, and is 
worthless to prove anything. If God can 
exist without being created, the universe 
and all It contains can exl-t without bejng 
created. The Bible says that all things are 
possible to a believer. Then let the be 
llever create something new. Then we will 
believe him, his book and his god, and not 
until then. It Is irrational to say that some 
things had to be created while another did 
not. We know that we have the universe. 
It la manifested to all our senses, while a 



God is not. The universe is infinite and in- 
cludes everything and all space. It is a self- 
evident truth that two tilings cannot occupy 
the same space at tue same lime, if God 
exisieu, the universe could not exist. But 
the universe exists- therefore, a God cannot 
exist. What is a person who prays to 
imagination .' 

The sun -worshippers who prayed to the 
sun, and the heathens who bowed to idols 
of wood and stone, were more rational than 
those who pray to space, to nothing, to a 
figment of the imaginat ion— to an assumed 
God that cannot be seen and heard and is 
not manifested to any of the senses. Prayer 
is the most irrational act that any one could 
be guilty of. 

To one not blinded by the musty cob- 
webs of a reason -defying superstition 
prayer is recognized as the vainest of vain 
tilings, it is seen to be of no more force 
than tflfl baying of a dog at the moon, or 
the incantations of heathen savages to 
drive away eclipses. Bui Christians are all 
the time singing about the"old time Ignor- 
ance" (religion) as good enough for them. 
A rock in one side of the sack to balance 
UN pumpkin in the other side was good 
enough for the simpleton, because it was 
good enough for his father. The people of 
long ago used the old reap hook, the bull- 
tongue plow, the old hand loom, and the 
old ox-cart because better ways had not 
yet been invented. What would you think 
of a man saying now, "These things were 
good enough for our fathers and they an- 
good enough for me ? Our cneestors be- 
lieved in the old superstitions, such as 
witch-craft, etc., and believed the "old time 
religion" because they were no better in- 
formed. The truths of modern science had 
not yet reached them. Most of the orthodox 
preachers of today are doing their best to 
perpetuate the "old time religion" (ignor- 
ance) because their jobs depend upon it. 
They are the prime cause of the people 
remaining so long deluded. 

Randolph, Texas. 



THE SHEEP AND THE GOATS. 



Debasing Influences Cast upon the Mind of 
Childhood by the Orthodox 
Superstition. 



(By Dr. A. A. Bell) 

The dogmas and doctrines of the Christ- 
Ian superstition disgust the mature mind, 
and spreads a terror over the minds of in- 
nocent children. 

How much longer, yes, how much longer, 
will intelligent men and women do violence 



to their own nature by continuing to 
preach such odious things that are calculated 
to strike terror to the hearts of children, 
aye, and even cast a cloud over the minds 
of grown people, as the records of our in- 
sane asylums attest. 

If one is really anxious to learn and to 
know how awful and dreadful the teachings 
of Christianity are, let him, or her, read tue 
Tuth sermon of Wesley, in Vol. 11, and the 
17th sermon of Spurgeou in the volume of 
sermons accredited to him. Spurgcon's 17th 
sermon is upon the eternity of punishment 
by and under the decrees of our dear heav- 
enly father. It is my candid opinion thai 
not one in ten who profess to read can tell 
whal Wesley, Keinpls or Spurgeou said. 
Wesley says that our heavenly father fash- 
ioned the soul so that it could endure a 
furnace fire without being destroyed, ou 
tiie same principle as asbestos. The pious 
Kcmpis, with all his piety, held that sinners 
would have different modes of punishment 
meted out to them. The misers, for exam- 
ple, he held would have molten gold poured 
down their throats. In one of his sermons 
Spurgeou said: — 

"Young man, you who are standing so un- 
concerned in the aisles, unless you repent 
of your sins, God (I suppose meaning our 
heavenly father) wM punish you to all 
eternity. Not your soul, bui your material 
body, with a material fire, yes, unto all 
eternity." 

Header, did you ever reflect upon the 
word "Eternity?" The very idea is beyond 
our conception. Can it be possible that 
there is a man who believes that there is a 
god who would punish a lit. man being, 
whom he had made, to all eternity, with a 
non consuming fire, or in anywise to all 
eternity, because he failed to believe or 
Ix cause he simply could not believe as he 
did? 

Oh, ye priests and preachers, what an 
odium ye bring upon the BUM and charac- 
ter of the very god ye worship and proclaim! 
What a shame It is that you t.re permitted 
to hide yourselves behind a book made by 
yourselves for the sole purpose of debasing 
men and women and making them subject 
to your own wish and command. 

But your days are numbered. The bless- 
ed light of truth now shines through its 
dark pages and your tricks are thus ex- 
I>osed. 



Comes Back to the Blade. 

IOWA. — Do you puhllsh the paper that used 
to be called the Blue Grass Wade? If so pleuse 
send me a copy of It and the price of It a 
a year. I used to read It. It Is an Infldel 
paper and I liked to read It. If you publish 
It yet 1 will take It for a year or as long as 
I like It. A man by the name of Moore was 
editor, I think. I would send the money now 
but I don't know If you publish It any more. 
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From Ingersoll's Granddaughter. 



NEW YORK.— I feel that 1 owe you an 
a p o lo g y for the tardy acknowledgment of your 
most kind letter which afforded me the deepest 
Joy and satisfaction. If It Is not too late I 
desire to Join the Correspondence School. 

Hoping to hear f om y.m soon, I remain 
Sincerely yours, EVA INUERSOLL BROWN. 



Appreciates Marriage Notice. 

ORE/SON. — W« wish to thank you for the 
nice notice of our marriage In the Rlade of 
November 22nd. lftOS. Please send us ten or 
twelve copies of that Issue, two copies of "The 
Virgin Mury," and two of Dr. Wilson's little 
pamphlet En cl osed please find one dollar to 
pay for same Remember me to Mis. Hughes. 
Mope all is well with you. 

MBA l. O. 1 1 HUREN, Box 65. 

!_. 

One of the Good Cheer Letters. 

OHM>. I herewith enclose $5.00 (five dollars) 
in currency. IMease renew my subscription 
end aooepi the belenoe as a donation to the 
lllade. I am very sorry to learn of your strug- 
gle for existence and am willing to help you 
along ;is much ;is I possll)ly can. Every little 
helps, end every freethinker should feel that 
ere BBJiaot afford to let the Blade go under, 
our religion coRta nothing, then why not be 
able to help this great cause? 

linos I am writing this letter my memory 
Is again, refreshed, I see before me those Intel- 
Ig.nt faces that I had the pleasure of gazing 
upon el Canal Dover Convention, and again 
I am dl i In. .1 to learn that a Joint debate 

between Rev Keyset and yourself win again 
stir up this community. I am confident that 
you can do the Rev. up so he never will de- 
bate again. 

Nothing- but death Wfli keep the write* 
rram attending. 

T'nder separate cover I mailed you marked 
copy of the Cleveland Leader In which you 
will find Interesting matter. 

The pastors eta busy everywhere planning 

new schemes to save their th-cadhare religion 
Reason's triumph over superstition is keenly 

felt everrwhere PBTBH rimei.rr. 



□ lade and Emergency Fund. 

NEW MBXKJO. Enclosed tl.ul two dollars. 

One dollar end ■ half for renewal and ftft\ 

cents fur Emergency Eund. I hope some of 
tboaa in arras s will dig up and help out the 

deer eU Mede, B. ,\n.\M8. 



TRX \S BnelOOad find draft on New York 
for 2.60 to renew my subscription for the the 

Mode from December 8. isos to Deeeaebet h. 

I Me, You can use the extra dollar for whut- 
e\er purpose ynu see proper. Rest wishes for 
. you C, O BOYD. 



The True Liberal Spirit. 

TEXAS —Regarding your friend In Buffalo, 
who has a cancer and Is not able to pay for 
hi~ Blade, lind two dollars here enclosed for 
which credit him as long aa It will laat. I 
will nlso treat him for the cancer. If not ad- 
vanced too far. and without a cent of cost to 
him. naaaje Inform him or send him this let- 
ter. O. it. LAMBBTH. 

(We have done both. Our thanks ae due 
to the writer of the above for his extreme 
generosity. His letter lias been sent to the 
person for whom It Is Intended, proper credits 
given and we have also sent the name and 
address to Dr. I.nmheth that he may get lr> 
communication with his prospective patient Ed.i 



Good News From Indiana. 

INDIANA. We are now engaged In perfect- 
ing an organization in this city for Freethought 
propaganda work. The plan Is ro have a lec- 
ture by men and women of ability every Sun- 
day at 2:30 p. m. 

We have a fair supply of talent In this city, 
but the plan contemplates frequent lectures h> 
distinguished men from every part of the 
United States, who will volunteer to aid In this 
work, for the liquidation of thel- expenses In 
going from and coming to our city. If the 
fnepel of Naturalism every triumphs over the 
barbarism and savagery of supernatunllsn. 
we must organize In every city, and make some 
personal sacrifice: and In view nf this vital and 
Incont-overtlhle fact. I now ask. If I may de- 
pend on you for two or three lectures for IMS* 

1 recommend this plan to mv Freethouorht 
friends throughout the T'nited States, and I 
verily helleve that It will accomplish more fot 
th« overthrow of superstition than any other 
method that has ever been devised 

T. J ROWI.FS. M. D 



For a Bound Volume. 

IOW I . You mav plaoC me on your list for 
one of the bound volumes of the Rlue Orass 
Blade and when ready let me know and I'll 
remit or yon enn forward It and I will remit 
by return mall. Either way will suit me. hut 
It Is the safest w-av *o get vour money In ad- 
vance. That Is the wav I do when I repalt 
a violin, "fash on Delivery." and you bet I 
live up to It. but about nil I have got In this 
world Is my "Wad" and when that gets so 
It Is not good I want the devil to close or, 
the mortgages at once f. P. HOXSIE 



New Year's Wishes. 

KENTT'CKY.— Another year will soon van- 
ish with all Its smiles and tears: another yeai 
we soon will welcome, with mingled hones and 
fears; for memory sometimes uph-alds us, with 
man* a broken vow Trembling we falte, 
upon the New Year ROW and vet, whatever 
fillings have bowed the Blade In the past 
thai New Year mav be brighter and better than 
M e last. 

But follow close the golden rule. 
M'rt enu shnll s'trclv win 



ii nlruj conflicts with Naturea 

lllg B.II.— ANNIE SPEARS. 



Sends His Renewal. 

TEXAS. — After so long a time I will try and 
t> "\< my little mite In your way It Is better 
than not at all. So enclosed you will find 
three dollars which If I make no mistake will 
move my tab to the first of .Tune 1909 after 
which time I will have to ask you to discon- 
tinue the Blade provided I don't renew on or 
about that time. I like the Blade and have 
rend It for six or eight years and I certainly 
did like Brother C. C. Moore as a liberal writer 
He hit straight out from the shoulder and I 
thought that he done right In so doing, for ha 
was hurled and harra.=sed around enough to 
set a wooden man Into profanity and I am 
truly sorry 'bat the old man bad to depart 
this life as soon as he did, for Freethought 
lost a cod writer and one that wae well 
posted Old scrap book called the bible 

And the r»1 .1^ under his supervision was a 
good di tor end is also under the present 
editor. 

W .11 •>« to •"• s-lf. I am sixty-two years old 
nrd ncv^r belonged to any church end never 
belOltewd to any ellglous orders, except the 
A. F. n"d \. hf., and was expelled from that 
order on account of my religious or no religious 
belief, as the ease may be. Well I lost no 
sleep over the matter. 

I Informed thorn and am that wav yet. that 
I hnd ro peine Inal to trade fo- -reeds. I have 
a creeil of my own and of course it Is a goon 
one or I would rot bold to It. any way It Is 
rot on the mart-et to f ade for principal. So 
t rest ensy on t'"t score for T have a fool 
notion thnt a man's creed goes a long wav 
toward s maMnaj bis principal and as T hav<- 
no J C to go to »o get my sins forgiven 
I know of eo one to go to but the Injured 
partv and If ' <ret his or her forgivness that 
makes me feel better and not quite so sneakle 

Well lobn P I wish that I had met yott 
while you llvet nt Dallas, as I was raised at 
thnt "lace Kind wishes to you and long live 
tbe Mads T. C. MTT.I.FR. 



Marriage and Divorce 

by 



JOSEPHINE K. HENRY 

VERSAILIF.S, KENTUCKY. 



Thousands of copies ot this tip-to-da*" 
pamphlet are now In circulation In ta; 
United States and England. It treatr la 
forcible Style of the most important prob- 
lem before the American people. It should 
be read by both married and single, by all 
m.-n and womt n who desire domestic 
conditions. 

\m nrderr pmmptljr filled by the author 
' Cents I Copies One Dollat 

FUR I Hl\.i£.RS WHO THINK 



BLUE GRASS Iil.ADE. 



Naumann Orchestra The People's PPCSJ GiVC 'Em Fits. 



£. D. N A I'M AN, Violin. 

ANNA L N ATM AX. Piano. 

OTTO S. NAT MAN. Cornet, or Clarinet. 

Other instruments added if desired. 



Over 500 pieces of the la'est music suit- 
able for any program, always on hand. 
Look Box 800. Phone lM\k, 

UOOUBMBY, IOWA. 

rilF PROCESSION of PLANPTS 

IS THE CRtAT NEW BOOK F YOU 1 u 
sonde. w(iv ihe Eirth MM, unit to the luthor lor i 
description olll: It shun* the true motions nf mmcr. AiiJres< 
FRANKLIN H. HIALD, M.tion A. U)i AMGEUS. Callfori.it 



A B C of Religion 

A COLLECTION OF I'OKMS 

From a Type-Written Family Hiule >Uthout 

Policy or Piety 
But Full of Couiniun Si use 

By JOSEPH HAIGH 

Chebanse, Ilium i 

25 CENTS. 

Address the Author or Biut Crass Blade. 



FREETH0UGHT FUNERALS 

IN THE HOUR OF GREAT NEED. 

Following is a list of the names and ad- 
dresses of Liberal speakt rs who are pre- 
pared to conduct funeral services over the 
remains of deceased Freethinkers. 

On account of probable delay it would 
be advisible to call them by telegram. 

Josephine K. Henry, Versailles, Ky. 

Dr. J. B. Wilson, 2uG Last Fourth Street, 
Cincinnati, Ohio. 

Parker H. Sercombe, Editor Tomorrow. 
139 Fast Gtith S n et i ; ie It 

John K. Charles* i 

Marion W. Marli ) 

A. J. Claust u. St. ah Kt>4 . 

J. C. rtRBHOR, 'ii'lt Waune at.. 

Philadelphia. Pa. 

Stanberry Alderman, McCoiineMsvllle. O. 

H. H. Lane, 2»2 N. Fron .St., Mew rUT«D, 



HOLIDAY RATES 
via 

QUEEN & CRESCENT ROUTE 



Fearless in its advocacy of Kreethought 

Published weekly at 111 Blue Island Am 
, Chicago, III. 

J. B. Lenau Publisher 

Official paper of the Materialist Associatior 
In Canada, or Foreign Countries, I t oo a Yeai 
Subscription, 50 Cents a Year. 



Tomorrow Magazine 



is the only publication In the world that 
deals with all human problems from Uk 
Impersonal Viewpoint. 

It is published expressly f >- those whe 
wish to see how their own cherished be- 
liefs and sacred notions appear In the 

and Reform, 
nude, stripped of all racial bi>i3 and preju 
dice. 

By reading this magazine you will learn 
to draw ail your conclusions from funda 
mental principles, L e., you will learn U 
think correctly. 

SPECIAL— We will send three monta 
trial subscription for fifteen cents If you 
are not already a subscriber. The regular 
price of To-Morrow Is ten cents per copj 
or J1.00 per year. This office may b« 
withdrawn at any time, so you had bettei 
write NOW. 

TOMORROW PUBLISHING CO., 
Hyde Park, Chicago, III. 



SElDS 



Burkbrc's "l-'uil of Life" Northern Growl 

Pedigreed Seeds have a r> putation of • > . .11-,., 
su. cesslul (cad growing behind Hu m. It |,.i>s 4 
plant Hie In s|, 

asssnnalili ■peciahieas— 

MANS 

Earliest Red Valentine . . 

Refu g ee— I Ktra Early . . 
New Ekrinalesfl Green Pod 



Wan 



$.VW Bushel 
f i js Bushel 
E.70 Bushel 



111 Imp. Kidney Wax U .W Hu-liel 



Tickets on sale December 19. 2.'i, 24, 
25, 30, II, and January 1, limit January 6, 
1909. Ask agents for pirtieulars. 

W. C. RINEARSON, 

al Pasttnger Agent. 



Davis New White Was . . (4.73 Bushel 

CeYrla'S Kust Prool Wax . ;i . Bushel 

Kxtra Farly Alaska . . . f l 50 Bushe' 
New Early Oradus . . . . 6 50 Bushel 
Horsfotrd's Market Garde* ■ fcso Busbej 
Bujekbte'a Ughlaiag Hapten f s 00 Bushel 

Lettuce. Radiih. Tomato and a full line of 
Se.-ds, lM.intsand Bulbs :il lowest growing prices. 

Bead lot coss p l eta cataleejee <>r submit a list of 
yi.ur requirements and will quote prices, 

Buv direct from the grower— Save Money. 
Write today. Mention this paper. 

H. W. BUCKBEE 




That's what "THE 
RCARLKT SHADOW. " 
Wulter Hurt's great rad- 
ical novel, dojs to the 
forces of bigotry and su- 
perstition. And the sec- 
ular press Of the country, 
goaded by the church 
•lement. Is throwing a 
over It, too. No other 
novel of this decade has 
been so widely and so 
bitterly denounced by 
orthodox critics —which 
Is sufficient proof that It 
Is all right. It has cre- 
ated a «.ensatlon In con- 
servative circles and 
aused consternation 
among the clergy. 

It Is enthusiastically 
endorsed by leading 
Kreelt htnkers through- 
out the world. You al. 
know how Hurt can write and In this boot 
he la at Ida best. It Is an elegant volume 
fit to otnnment the finest library; containing 
422 paces, printed on Heavy egg-shell paper 
and bound In ox-blood cloth. 
HBO, postpaid. 

BLUE GRASS BLADE. 

Lexington, Ky. 



Fine Farm for Sale 



SPLENDID CHANCE TO OWN PAYINL 
SOIL IN BUCKEYE STATE. 

Do you want a 21 S acre farm? 

Do you want it In Athens, County, Ohio? 

Do you want the best of soil? 

Two-story double barn, almost new. Also 
six room farm house (good condition). 
Abundance of best wnter throughout farm. 
Two wells, one cistern; good out buildings. 
Entire farm under cultivation. Small 
woodland, beautiful pasturage, apples and 
peatlns. lu center of coal field. Two 
shafts V* mile east, another going down; 
4 shafts 2V4 mil' s north ana northwest, anf 
2 more going down. Coal S feet to 14 feet, 
m ver less than 8 feet. One-quarter mile 
to pike (new); 3\4 miles to county seat— 
\ liens — 8,000 inhabitants. Junction K. & 
M . U. & O., and H. V. R. R. In Hocking 
Valley. Heirs are going to sell at once. 
I ring check book; you can't keep from buy- 
ing. Sell as low as $50 per acre. 

Athens, O. H. S. LARCH, If. D. 



The Wage Slave 



A Socialist Weekly, that advocates 
trial I'nlonlsm. 

({evolutional y to the core. 
EDITED BY A FREETHINKER. 
The enemy of everything that 
existing social order. 



BLUE GRASS BLADE 



Secular Thought 

. Fortnightly Journal of Rational Criti- 
cism in Politics, Science an* Religion. 



Organ of the 
CANADIAN SECULAR UNION AND THE 

TORONTO SECULAR SOCIETY. 

Kditor - J. Spencer Kills. 

Published at 1164 Queen St. West. To- 
ronto, Canada. Terms, $1 per annum, in 
advance; single copies, 10 cents. 

All communications for the Editorial de 
partment should be addressed — 

.1. Silencer Kills. "Secular Thought." 
18S»4 Queen St. West, Toronto. Can. 
All Itusiness communications, orders for 
took* printing, etc., should he addressed— 

C M, KI.Lis. Proprietor and Publisher. 
Secular Thought, 

185V4 Queen St. West. 

Toronto. Can 



DIAMONDS 



order of me and save money. I deal with 
the best cutters and largest importers 
direct; have forty years' experience; am 
an :iccurae judge and analyst of these 
beautiful genu, and diagnose them in nit 
their most delicate and intrinsic characters. 
■ now do not carry stock, but buy the 
goods for cash as I receive the orders, thus 
obtain Ins best discounts. This saves In- 

tereei on capital Invented, rents, salaries 

ami the large per cent of loss incidental 
10 and unavoidable by all dealers who carry 
stock. The small commission 1 will charge 
you for my time, facilities and judgment 
will be trilling In comparison to the savings 
between the prices your retail jeweler 
MI'S I ehaffe you and mine. Send me a 
trial order. I -[.on receipt of goods compare 
With 01 ners, and if not satisfactory, return 
and gel your money. Diamonds remount 
. d in latest artistic designs at lowest prices. 
Full value allowed for old jewelry. 

Send for cut prices of Watches, Dia- 
monds, Jewelry. Silver. Plated or Optical 
goods, Free Thought and ether Badges, 
Ingersoll spoons and my famous tract: 
Theism in The Crucible," free. 

OTTO WETTSTEIN 

La Grange Cook Co., III. 



BULBS 

BIJUBEE'S BULBS SUCCEED! 

SPECIAL OFFER: 

Made to build KM Ilu-ln.««. 

II mnko ynu n penn.im-nt DV 
4uti>.f.'U'Uon vuttruntct 'l or jour 

Souvenir Collectio n 

t-- iVape llji 



01 AHAM'LEII TO 1M.I V*. 
'Vi He to'day Mentlnn thi< Riper | 



to. cwr posts*' »'"! fB Sl«r 
,f llulM Nll i lli. iw-'t.r »i'h 

lllr.eMf.,1 fsrd. Unit. »«,! I'Taul I 

«oriW.de. BulUMdt*t< 

I In Commemoration -<t a continuous, tnceettfni 1 .• bom 

i . . 1 - l 1 r*«of lr»e of cbsrf- »|.h tbu ( lit 
I..,,!,.. II in, I 1'>tllp Bulb. Tl.e »r.*t».( rto»»l * 
« »*e. Ibis liulb aiioo Id worth a qn»n«r 



lH. W. Buckbes 1 aoenroi 




•si :>i > 2« CBlNTfl 

-,ud>rlh» l r»~i.. ii.w.«i.,«u. 

. Ut llluMiaua. !»..- ,.•!>.. 1 
»• "I .1.1 



THE 



Humanitarian Review 



GREATLV ENLARGED AND IMPROVED. 



Singleton W. Davis, Kditor and Publish, r. 
No. 854 K. 54 St., Los Angeles, Cal. 



Price, $1.00 a year; single copy. 10c. 



Constructive, Concrete, 

Practical. Organized and 

Aggresve Propagandism of 



Truth as Revealed by Modern Science. 



The Review labors for the emancipation 
of the human mind from the debasing 
thralldom of Superstition, Siipernnturalism 
and Mysticism, and for the upbuilding of an 
enlightened e'hlco scientific life. It Is 
radical without being rabid Ind aims to 
refute the errors of men by reason ratle r 
than ridicule or acrimonious disputation, 
it stands for Virtue, Morality and Nobllty 

of Character as the besl safeguards for 
this life and preparation for any possible 

future life. 

Send five 2cmt stamps for Sample Copy 



Silk Dresses Given Away 

An opportunity .if a life time for women 

who love good clothea. 

High School girls can obtain their gr.-id- 
nation dresses without cost; working girls 
and mil I lei women may secure line fall 
or summer dreu I 

Large list of patterns to select from 
BOM tide offer— UO fraud, no grafting or 
disagreeable duties to perforin. 
For full particulars send name, address and 
a two-cent postage stamp to 

247 Hennepin Ave. 
MINNEAPOLIS. MINNESOTA. 

ED. S. SEAGREEN 



SEND 10c FOR SAMPLE. 

OF 

lieald's Keligious Stickers 

The same being .-non u.uotatious from 

■our Dear 11 aveoli Father," - our mess- 

> (I Savior," "Baalam'l Ass," "Alary Christ", 
"Our Friend, 'he Devil," and other person 
■CM of sacred DM mory. 

Theae are suitable for sticking on church 
doors, and other objects where they will do 
the most good in spreading the "glad tid 
Ings of grea' joy." 

Until April 1, 11109, address — 

FRANKLIN HKALD, 

Circleville, Ohlc 



Do You Believe 

That \\ e Humans are as Important a/ 

PlgS, Potatoes and Pups? 

Do you believe that we "grown ups. 
and sreu lbs Children, sh.u.ld know a* 
much about onvsehes d? we know abou 
FWhi ••. n <w. r< nn 1 Ftoa>* 

!>■• believe m Heiter Fiogeny, a More 
ISlevated Raoa anywari 

If so, t* nd 16 for a year's subscription 
American Journal of Eugenics, and 
be hi the Van of Human Progress. 

Published monthly at 649 South Malr 
St., LOS Angeles, California. U. S. A 
Samples ten Cl tits. Trial three monthi 
with pamphlet "Institutional Marriage," 34 
cents st imps. 



The Holy Bib e 

In a Nutshell 



•\ New Booklet showing up the contradic- 
tions and fallacies of the Christian bible. 

JUS t he thing to pass around among 
your religious friends to "jarr their faith 
and destroy their godweha. Ready Soon. 

Order Now! Single copy 10c. 3 for 25c. 15 
for $1.00. 

Address: J. FKANTZ, 
I7"S Kills Street.. San Francisco, Cal 



SEEDS 



i 

SPECIAL OFFER: 

'Made to balM New Hnalaeaa. A trial will 1 
make you our neruiaueut customer. 

Prize Collection Sffft n jjj » ■; \ 

tl the tinent : Tamip. 7 ■)>] imi.iM *, Salia. i> i<eai v.irie- 

tie* , 10 », « «.e •« f... varieties lu all. 

<• i v I. \ s 1 1 i i> TO I'l l \ -> I . 

Write to-day; Mention this Paper. 

. UMtM |wu«< an.i | «.-k t)| ir. I Mtatta tkU valuable , 

roll.rtloa of nee.la potlpald. l.<.ttior all, ml l»» 

<: >•••. I ut Kiel mil I'laiit Hook. , 

••• » all »t~.» Ik* U«»i > MtaMn at Sm.Ii, n.au. an 

H.W. Buckbes. ir ,lW «|kW»«n 



16 BLUE GRASS BLADE. 

Bound Volume of The Blade 



FROM 



JANUARY 19 TO DECEMBER 27, 1908 




Worthy a Place in Every American Library 



Only a limited number can be had, and such orders as are first received will 
be first served. No copy will be bound, except upon special order previously 
made. Order now. 



Send us 15 paid yearly subscribers and The Blade will present you with one 
of the bound volumes above mentioned. The only conditions are that ihe sub- 
scriptions must be new, paid in one remittance, and reach this office by Jan- 
uary 1, 1909. The full name of the person to whom it is to be sent will be printed 
3n outside of cov er. The volume will be handsomely bound. 



SPLENDID PREMIUM OFFER 



Fifteen New Subscribers 




Single Volumes on Special Order, $3-5Q 



This bound volume will include all issues since the 
change in form up to the last issue of the present year. 



Pictures and biographical sketches of the Freethinkers given in this 
volume are alone worth the price asked. 



PREMIUM OFFER GOOD UNTIL DECEMBER 1, 1908. 



